
Anything else is a waste of space

Translift Bendi, manufacturer of
the original articulated fork truck,
has presented the earliest known
example of a Bendi to the
National Fork Truck Heritage
Centre at the Midlands Railway
Centre near Ripley, Derbyshire
UK.

Simon Brown with Jim Brindley,
curator of the National Fork Truck

Heritage Centre

“We’re delighted to be able to
present this exhibit to the museum.
It represents an important milestone

in truck design”

Historic Bendi Presented to
National Museum

Managing Director Simon Brown said "We're delighted to be able to present this exhibit to the museum. It
represents an important milestone in truck design and provides a demonstration of the ingenuity and
resourcefulness of British engineering businesses”.

The first Bendis rolled off the production line in 1987 – the first articulated trucks of their kind available
anywhere in the world. The truck presented to the museum was delivered to its original owner in 1990,
making it the earliest known Bendi in existence, although the design had already undergone the first of
many upgrades and enhancements.

There had been earlier articulated truck concepts in
the forties and fifties, but none had employed the
combination of geometry, dynamics and weight
distribution that provide the Bendi's unique stability
and traction characteristics, developed by inventor
Freddy Brown, father of Translift Bendi Managing
Director, Simon.

How the Bendi concept evolved : Freddy had been inspired by the humble hand pallet truck back in
1982 and approached the problem from a different angle. Having previously pioneered the Man Rising
Very Narrow Aisle (VNA) Turret truck in the 1960’s and then the Narrow Aisle Rotareach in the 1977,
Freddy applied his knowledge to the new articulated concept. He found that by reversing the triangle of
stability and changing the weight distribution (a principle that was almost unused in forklifts) he would
solve the issue that had long eluded his pioneering forbears. This made the articulated truck a truly
versatile replacement for conventional counterbalance and reach trucks. Then, with later developments, it
would equal and eventually supersede the capabilities of traditional VNA machines.

The original Mark I Bendi had the appearance of a reach truck body, with a stacker truck on its front end.
The straddle arms projected some 250mm in front of the mast and the fork was mounted on a pantograph
mechanism to provide adequate reach beyond the straddles to handle any load size. The mast was
supported by a single drive wheel, plus two small rollers or castors. To turn the mast, the driver operated
a hydraulic lever – a feature inevitably destined for change, since mast movement and steering had to be
simultaneous while the truck was on the move.


